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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 January 25, 2005 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Hiestand, Samson and Kramer.  Absent: Schug.  Also in 
attendance: Larry A. Bolhuis, Phyllis Rose, Dennis Ward, Pat Longfield and Wally Kipp. 
 
 ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Samson/Hiestand to approve the agenda as presented. CARRIED  Hiestand/Kramer moved to 
approve the December 28, 2004 regular meeting minutes as presented.  CARRIED 
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORTS: 
6. No zoning report. 
7. Art reported that he would send a letter to Associated Government Services to remind them that site 

plan reviews must be administratively complete before the Planning Commission can review them.  

Hiestand/Samson moved to accept the Planning Commission minutes as presented.  CARRIED 
8. Nelson presented the proposed Joint Fire Board Budget for 2005-2006. Fran asked Nelson to provide a 

quarterly copy of cost recovery monies. After some discussion, Hiestand/Samson moved to approve 

the draft Joint Fire Board budget as submitted with the exception of three items: hydrant rental, 
building rent and building maintenance.  Those items will be discussed at a meeting with 
representatives from the City of Galesburg to be scheduled no later than February 20, 2005.  Roll 
Call Vote: Hiestand – Y; Kramer – Y; Bell – Y; and Samson – Y. CARRIED  Samson/Bell moved to 
receive the fire report.  CARRIED 

 
CITIZEN TIME: 
 
Dennis Ward wondered if anything had happened with the surrounding townships as regards the fire study 
MSU had done.  Fran told him that one township was interested in a regional Fire Department and that 
eventually costs could compel other townships to look at centralizing their departments. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
a. After some discussion about size of non-manufactured memorials, foundations and taste, 

Hiestand/Samson moved to table action cemetery memorials until the next meeting.  CARRIED 
b. Fran asked that the board members review the requests for qualifications (RFQs) that they had 

received and to submit a list of questions to him.  He will get answers to the questions and next month 
the Board will select a few firms for requests for proposals (RFPs) for the Wellhead Protection 
Program. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
a.    Lieutenant Wally Kipp presented a yearly activity report for 2004 and a comparison with 2003.  While 
      the total number of calls went up, essentially there wasn’t much change in the type of calls.            

b. Samson/Hiestand moved to approve Fran’s attendance at a Farmland Preservation Seminar and 

to approve his reimbursement for the $55.00 registration fee. CARRIED 

c. Kramer/Samson moved to appoint Phil Larson to the Planning Commission to fill out Nelson 
Hiestand’s term ending 12/31/05.  CARRIED 
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d. Fran submitted a quote from CT Electrical Services, Inc. for protection for the water tower from 

lightning strikes.  Hiestand/Samson moved to seek input from the Village of Augusta crew and give 

authority to Fran to act based on the crew’s recommendation and to check on the effect on 
insurance premiums if we went with option 3. CARRIED 

e. Samson/Hiestand moved to approve the annual service agreement with Corrpro Waterworks in 

the amount of $510.00 and authorize the supervisor to develop future agreements without 
Board approval as long as annual fees do not increase by more than 15%.  CARRIED 

f. Fran presented a copy of the Intergovernmental Agreement for Participation in the Governance of the 
Kalamazoo Wastewater System that a committee that he is on has been working on for four years.  The 
agreement guarantees increased capacity for Charleston as well as other townships. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Fran reported that Life ems is looking for some financial support, the County is looking for a public 
official to serve as a representative on its Community Action Board and is seeking public input for its 
justice facility study. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Year to Date receipts $137,160.03, disbursements: $243,690.77, transfers from savings to general fund: 
($9.08), General fund balance: $74,460.92, Beginning balance was $181,000.74, Received since 
December Board meeting $20,988.85. Hiestand/Samson moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for 
January as received.  CARRIED 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
Linda reported that contracts for election consolidation would be signed on January 28, 2005.  Nelson 
informed the Board that a Fire Board alternate was needed to cover the times when the appointed 

representatives couldn’t attend the meetings.  Hiestand/Samson moved to authorize the release of our 

share of the local match for the new tanker truck as needed.  CARRIED 
 
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
Hiestand/Samson moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
 
Samson/Hiestand moved to adjourn at 9:27 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


